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“I know not whether laws be right 
Or whether laws be wrong; 

All that we know who lie in gaol 
Is that the wall is strong. " 



—Oscar Wilde (1854-1900) 
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UVic prison program faces cancellation 


By Donna Danylchuk 

The proposed cancellation of the UVic pro¬ 
gram in federal prisons has caused wides¬ 
pread consternation among educators, 
student inmates, and groups and individu¬ 
als who are familiar with the program’s 
success rates both in terms of improving 
prison morale and in reducing the recidi¬ 
vism rate of participating prisoners. 

The threatened closing of the program $ 
may be prevented by public support and 
lobbying efforts directed towards federal 
Solicitor General Robert Kaplan, says pro¬ 
gram co-founder and co-ordinator Dr. Dou¬ 
glas Ayers (Education). 

“I think there’s every possibility of get¬ 
ting the decision reversed. It’s amazing 
how many people have started trying to do 
something to save the program. The deci¬ 
sion to cancel was made without any con¬ 
sultation with anybody in the prison 
system or education—in my opinion, the 
Solicitor General has not received good 
advice,” says Ayers. 

Hundreds of letters and telegrams to 
save the program are being sent to Ottawa 
by student prisoners and ex-prisoners, and 
from individuals and groups such as the 
John Howard Society, the Civil Liberties 
Association, the Canadian Association of 
University Teachers, the UVic Faculty 
Association and the Canadian Association 
of Criminology and Corrections, says pro¬ 
gram assistant Dorothy Sullivan. 

Funding for the nine-year-old program, 
which offers fully-accredited university 
courses to British Columbia prisoners at 
William Head, Mountain, Kent and Mats- 
qui Institutions, comes from contracts 
awarded to UVic by the Canadian Peniten¬ 
tiary Services (CPS). 

Cancellation of the program would 
affect approximately 157 students regis¬ 
tered in courses in B.C. prisons and the 
students they tutor in high school upgrad¬ 
ing courses, plus seven full-time sessional 
professors, part-time instructors equival¬ 
ent to three full-time working in the prisons 
year round, and a half-time university co¬ 
ordinator and full-time assistant. 

The end of the program was announced 
in a story in the Victoria Times-Colonist 
Jan. 13, which quoted a CPS spokesman 
who gave cost savings of approximately $2 
million over the next two years as the rea¬ 
son for the cancellation of the contracts on 
July 31 of this year. 

Written confirmation of the cancella¬ 
tion of the program had not been received 
by UVic by the Ring deadline Jan. 20. 

Prisoners register voluntarily in the pro¬ 
gram, and the time they spend studying 
behind bars constitutes gainful employ¬ 
ment for prisoners under the prisoner 
employment policy set by the CPS. They 
study a range of courses in the humanities 
and social sciences, and can either gradu¬ 
ate while in prison or continue studies 
towards their degrees at UVic or other uni¬ 
versities while on parole and after being 
released. 

The UVic program differs from other 
post-secondary prison programs in that it 
has a core of instructors who are full-time 
participants in the alternative academic 
community within the prisons, students 
assigned full-time to the centre, and clear 
goals about pursuing further education. 



Hoekema: ‘it doesn’t make any sense' 


It is designed to promote moral-ethical 
development in the students through study 
and discussion of course content, and to 
create a sense of a separate community 
within the prison to acquaint prisoners 
with alternative sets of social relation¬ 
ships, ideas and practices. 

The program has probably been evalu¬ 
ated more than any other federal program 
in any department, and certainly in the 
Corrections Services of Canada, says 
Ayers. A follow-up study (completed in 
1980 through a contract with the Solicitor 
General) indicates that men who were stu¬ 
dents of the program for at least eight 
months were able to cope more successfully 
both in prison and after release. 

The 40 respondents to that study indi¬ 
cate an unemployment rate of only three 
per cent, considerable change in residen¬ 
tial, marital and friendship patterns, and a 
reincarceration rate of 14 per cent— 
compared to the matched sample reincar¬ 
ceration rate of 52 per cent. The rate for 
federal prisoners generally who have been 
released for a comparable period of time is 
about three times as great. 

Persons expressing concern about the 
proposed cancellation of the program 
include Dr. Keith Jobson, UVic law profes¬ 
sor and chairman of the Citizens’ Advisory 
Committee for William Head; Arlie Bender, 
director of William Head Institution- 
Henry Hoekema, resident program co¬ 
ordinator at William Head; and students 
now on parole and attending classes on the 
UVic campus. 

The Citizens’ Advisory Committee 
(CAC) thinks that the decision to cancel is 
a bad decision for William Head and for the 
community and should be changed, says 
Jobson, citing increased unemployment 
for prisoners and deteriorating prison 
morale as likely outcomes. 

“This is the most cost effective program 
in prison, and it has a high success rate in 
reducing recidivism. It is supported by both 


staff and inmates, and makes the environ¬ 
ment less stressful because the prisoners 
are usefully occupied. They enjoy it, and 
learn to react verbally rather than physi¬ 
cally, to stressful situations,” he says. 

Cancelling the program will mean that 
55 to 75 inmates will be unemployed at the 
prison, when the policy is that every pri¬ 
soner should be employed, and “idle hands 
create mischief’ says Jobson, who special¬ 
izes in teaching criminal law. 

“In the long run, cancellation will cost 
far more because of increased incarcera¬ 
tion costs and the need to bring in other 
employment. There is a contradiction 
between the cancellation and the system’s 
avowed policy of providing jobs.” 

The CAC visits the prison frequently 
and meets staff and prisoners, and has 
observed that this is about the only rehabil¬ 
itation program that has proven to be effec¬ 
tive, adds Jobson. 

“They (the Correctional Services of Can¬ 
ada) have a policy to see that every prison 
and halfway house and parole services has 
a.CAC to consult.... and they haven’t come 
close to us to consult on this. We’re the CAC 
for William Head, Victoria Parole Centre, 
and Pandora Halfway House and my per¬ 
ception is that all three are appalled at the 
decision to cancel this program.” 

Jobson says discussions he has had 
with other CAC chairmen in the lower 
mainland indicate they are “all disap¬ 
pointed” and are sending telegrams and 
letters to Ottawa and appearing on public 
media to make their concerns known. 

Arlie Bender, chief warden at William 
Head, says that the UVic program has 
“been well accepted by those involved in it, 
and even by those who are not.” 

He says that the wardens of B.C. have 
put their position forward that in terms of 
the employment which the program pro¬ 


vides, and its acceptance, they would prefer 
it not be cancelled. 

“Cost cuts have to be made, but I would 
prefer a way be found to make them in 
other areas. I would prefer to maintain the 
program on the basis of its proven effec¬ 
tiveness and its acceptance.” 

Henry Hoekema, who has worked with 
the program for seven years, initially at 
B.C. Penitentiary and Matsqui and now as 
resident co-ordinator at William Head, 
calls it “the cheapest, most effective prison 
program in North America. 

“Cutting is not going to save any 
money. To replace it and to employ people 
as this program does will take a lot more 
money. In the long run it will be more costly 
to society to get rid of it. It means more 
people will be leaving prison without think¬ 
ing why they’ve been in prison. It doesn’t 
make any sense.” 

Prison populations are going up in 
North America, due to hard economic 
times, he says, adding that double book¬ 
ings (two men to a cell) are increasing, and 
in B.C., trailers are being brought in to 
accommodate increased prison 
populations. 

“In spite of what people say, there are 
not many good programs in prisons. People 
are not gainfully employed mopping floors. 
In the prison system, this is the only pro¬ 
gram keeping prisoners gainfully 
employed.” 

Students in the UVic program who are 
past high school upgrading “look after the 
upgrading of others, and they do this very 
well and much cheaper than normally,” 
Hoekema adds. 

In the United States, says Hoekema, 
there is a 75 per cent recidivism rate. “The 
prisons are full of people who have been 
there before. There is no future in locking 

(Continued on page 2) 


Fine Arts draws a crowd 

U Vic’s first Fine Arts Festival in the Phoenix Building Jan. 19 was a “fantas¬ 
tic success” says Dean of Fine Arts Doug Morton. 

A crowd estimated at more than 1,000 attended 60 events and displays 
created by students in Music, Creative Writing, Theatre, Visual Arts and 
History in Art for the four hours of continuous presentations. 

Fine Arts Festival producer and coordinator Gavin Rhodes, a graduate 
student in Theatre, described the event as “undeniably successful”. 

“The building began to fill up about two o’clock, well before the two-thirty 
opening, and the people just kept coming. I think we have a firm basis to start 
an annual event, perhaps for a full weekend.” 

“I am very, very pleased,” added Creative Writing Department chairman 
Bill Valgardson, who spoke to many visitors viewing a display of books 
written by program graduates. “This is a crowd that is really interested. 
People are stopping to chat and talk about their own writing, and are 
genuinely impressed by the number of books published by undergraduates in 
our program.” 

Valgardson said many visitors expressed their pleasure with the Fine Arts 
Festival. “They feel like they have been given permission to come on campus 
and see what we do.” 

Theatre Department chairman Carl Hare described the event as a “con¬ 
junction of the arts” adding that the crowd seemed to show the level of public 
interest in the Fine Arts at UVic. 

“The Phoenix Building makes this type of cooperation between all the 
departments in Fine Arts possible,” he added. 

“Teamwork between departments and the energies of 200 students 
made the Festival possible,” added Morton, noting that much of the credit for 
departmental coordination must go to Dr. Tony Welch (History in Art), the 
associate dean of the faculty and Rhodes. 
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people up and throwing away the key with¬ 
out any alternative education model.” 

Similar views were expressed by Alan 
Sauve, now a first-year student at UVic, 
who had a grade nine education before he 
enrolled in the program at William Head 
last year. 

“There are a lot of people with potential 
inside. If they’re not given the opportunity 
to recognize it, what will they do when they 
get out? If a person inside isn’t able to see 
the opportunity to pursue another oppor¬ 
tunity when he gets out, why even let him 
out? You might as well throw away the key. 
Retaliatory theories in prison have proven 
not to work. 

“A person will change only if he wants 
to change. The university program concen¬ 
trates on the humanities and arts, and 
allows a prisoner to start questioning him¬ 
self and the way he is conducting himself, 
and change can start to occur. This pro¬ 
gram enables prisoners to give ‘going 
straight’ some consideration.” 

To cut the program is “counterproduc¬ 
tive”, stresses Sauve. “Jails are very bor¬ 
ing to begin with, and a person needs to 
occupy his time. Reading books is a con¬ 
structive escape. Other escapes such as 
drugs and alcohol—which can be obtained 
just as easily in jail as on the streets—cause 
problems.” 

Sauve says he was “skeptical” when he 
entered the program, and thought every¬ 
body had ulterior motives for their actions. 
“Now I believe there are people who sin¬ 
cerely want to help their fellow man. I’m 
aware there is humanity out there ... the 
program has helped redefine my values. 
Now I think I could probably make as 
much money honestly as dishonestly ... 
Now, I’m not plotting and scheming so 
much as planning goals.” 

Sauve would not be directly affected 
now by the cancellation of the program 
“but I view some of the other inmates there 
as brothers. I can understand their 
disappointment. 

“For other inmates it’s the light at the 
end of the tunnel. You take away a man’s 
hope, and what does he have? 

Myles Sartor, who is on limited day 
parole, spending weekdays studying at 
UVic and returning to William Head on 
weekends, says his experience with the pro¬ 
gram has been “to some degree rehabilitat¬ 
ing. It’s given me a whole different way of 
viewing the world, and viable options 
which I can choose from. It’s taken me out 
of my egocentricity.” 

The program, he says, helps the prison 
institution run more smoothly and teaches 
students how to think critically and come 
to some sort of reasonable solution and 
develop better alternatives. 

“Riots mean you have to destroy some¬ 
thing to get something. Compromise is bet¬ 
ter. Education gives people hope that they 
can come out and live some sort of normal 
life out there.” 

The students who have been in the pro¬ 
gram and are released are getting together 
and writing special delivery letters to try to 
influence the decision not to cancel the pro¬ 
gram, and students in the institutions are 
writing petitions, says Sartor. 

“It’s funny. We always used to say that 
the one thing they can’t take away from us 
is our education. 

“Everybody who went through the pro¬ 
gram worked to make it work. It’s like 
they’re trying to take away a piece of you.” 
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‘No-shows’ could be turfed 


Beginning in September of 1983, many 
UVic students may have to make up their 
minds within the first week of classes 
about which courses they are going to take. 

At the Jan. 12 meeting, the Senate 
approved new Calendar regulations stat¬ 
ing that departments “reserve the right to 
cancel the registration in a course of a stu¬ 
dent who fails to attend that course within 
seven calendar days of the commencement 
of the course.” 

“It’s a fact of life that there are a lot of 
students who register in courses and don’t 
show up for classes,” said Dr. Roger David¬ 
son, Dean of Arts and Science. 

“We have many cases of instructors 
closing enrolments because of space lim¬ 
itations and then finding that several of 
those registered don’t show up. 

“Why should we be saving space for a 
student who doesn’t show up?” 

Under present regulations, students 
have several weeks from the beginning of a 
term to drop a class without receiving a 
failing mark. 

“The new regulations are in the inter¬ 
ests of students who know why they are 
enrolled in a course and are in attendance 
at classes,’ said Davidson. 

The new regulations state that a depart¬ 
ment can also cancel the registration of 
any student who is not able to demonstrate 
that all course prerequisites have been met. 


Senator defends 

A proposed new Calendar regula¬ 
tion barring students who fail three 
times from ever again enrolling at 
UVic was described as “excessively 
severe” at the Jan. 12 Senate 
meeting. 

“This is slightly like labelling 
someone a habitual criminal,” said 
Dr. S.W. Jackman (History). “I 
think it’s an unduly harsh 
regulation.” 

The proposed regulation drafted 
by the Senate committee on aca¬ 
demic standards states that a stu¬ 
dent who is required to withdraw a 
third time “will not be considered 
for re-registration in any future 
session.” 

Administrative Registrar Gor¬ 
don Smiley explained that, under 
present regulations, a student who 
fails twice is not permitted to regis¬ 
ter again for five years. 

“Many of these students are ask¬ 
ing to come back after two years 
and the committee on admission 

^ ___ 


A student who is unable to attend a 
course during the first week of the term 
may apply to the department within that 
time to confirm registration in that course. 

The new regulations stem from a recom¬ 
mendation brought to the December meet¬ 
ing of Senate by Dr. John Jackson, Dean of 
Education. The Faculty of Education 
recommended that instructors be permit¬ 
ted to drop from a course those students 
who are absent from the first scheduled 
course. 

Senators felt this regulation would be 
too harsh and asked a committee of all 
deans to meet and make a recommenda¬ 
tion. 

Dr. Gerhart Friedmann (Physics) said 
the new regulation would cut out the two- 
week “shopping period” for courses at the 
beginning of term. 

He said many students register in more 
courses than they plan to take and then 
choose among those during the first two 
weeks. 

Several senators pointed out that with 
increasing enrolment pressure, students 
must be responsible for choosing their 
courses earlier. 

Davidson said those who do not show 
up or do not have the required prerequisites 
should be forced out of a class early in the 
year so that eligible students on a waiting 
list can be admitted. 


three-time losers’ 

and re-registration has been sym¬ 
pathetic to them,” he said. “We now 
have no clause to cover those stu¬ 
dents who come back for a third 
time and fail again.” 

Student senator Michael Batten 
said the proposed regulation should 
be in force. “It should be obvious to 
students who have to withdraw 
after failing twice that they are not 
cut out for university,” he said. “If 
they haven’t figured it out, it is the 
duty of the Senate to point it out to 
them.” 

“I’m not generally on the side of 
freedom and liberty, but I believe it 
is possible that a person could 
change,” said Jackman. “They 
could go to a community college 
and, over time, prepare themselves 
properly for university.” 

Senate decided to refer the pro¬ 
posed regulation back to the com¬ 
mittee on academic standards for 
further study. 


Awards approved 


The Major-General G.R. Pearkes, V.C., 
Scholarship of $200 will be awarded annu¬ 
ally to a student in the Department of His¬ 
tory with the highest standing in third or 
fourth year courses in military history or 
defence studies. 

The award was made possible by a 
donation of $3,000 from the 2nd Canadian 
Mounted Rifles, now part of the B.C. Dra¬ 
goons Association. 

Pearkes entered the Canadian forces in 
the First World War with the 2nd Cana¬ 
dian Mounted Rifles and was honorary 
colonel of the B.C. Dragoons. 

The scholarship was approved by the 
Senate and Board of Governors this 
month, along with two awards honoring 
the memory and academic achievements 


of Prof. Jim Ellis of the Faculty of Law who 
died in 1982. 

The Jim Ellis International Law Moot¬ 
ing Award will be made to students in the 
Faculty of Law who have demonstrated 
excellence in preparing and arguing inter¬ 
nal law moots. Funds associated with this 
award will be used to defray expenses con¬ 
nected with international law moot court 
competitions. 

The Jim Ellis Memorial Prize will be 
awarded annually to one or more students 
in the Faculty of Law who display out¬ 
standing achievement in the subjects in 
which Prof. Ellis had an academic interest, 
namely the Law of Taxation, Interna¬ 
tional Law and Solicitors’ Practice. 


Dobell chairs unique committee 


Dr. Rodney Dobell, director of the School of 
Public Administration, is chairman of a 
committee on productivity which includes 
representatives of the B.C. provincial 
government and the B.C. Government 
Employees’ Union (BCGEU). 

The establishment of such a committee 
was a major item negotiated in recent con¬ 
tact talks between the BCGEU and the pro¬ 
vincial government. Under a complex 
formula, union members stand to get extra 
cash for increased productivity. 

Projects aimed at boosting productivity 
in the public sector include a study of video¬ 
display terminals and effects varying 


lengths of work breaks have on productiv¬ 
ity; setting up “working circles” in which 
employees have considerable and regular 
input into how specific tasks can be done 
better and more efficiently; and experi¬ 
menting with government specialty liquor 
stores and liquor stores geared to a particu¬ 
lar ethnic group prevalent in an area. 

Dobell said that as far as he knows, 
there is no similar project underway any¬ 
where in North America. 

Another project will be designed to 
improve the mechanism for government 
workers to transfer from one ministry to 
another. 


Vikes renew 
old rivalry 

The unofficial championship of Canadian 
basketball will be decided Jan. 22 in the 
McKinnon Centre in a rubber match 
between the UVic Vikings and Athletes in 
Action. 

The Vikings, fresh from victory in the 
CWUAA Tip-Off Tournament at the Uni¬ 
versity of British Columbia last weekend, 
and AIA, an Abbotsford-based team of 
Americans, both have impressive records. 

AIA has been a powerhouse for years,, 
knocking off several NCAA colleges this 
season. The Vikings have impressed as 
well, defeating U.S. college teams in cap¬ 
turing the Port Loma Classic in California 
in January. 

The two teams have each won one game 
against the other this season, the Vikings 
surprising AIA in Abbotsford, AIA defeat¬ 
ing the Vikings at home in the Pacific Rim 
final in December. 

The Vikettes, who have lost only once 
this season while competing successfully 
against several U.S. teams, are at home to 
the UBC Thunderettes at 6:30 p.m. Jan. 22. 

The evening has been declared “Banner 
Night” with the best Vikings’ banners 
receiving prizes of $75, $50 and $25. 

Trophy honors 
former student 

A silver challenge* cup in honor of the late 
Bruce Maxham will be presented to the top 
male and female contestants in the UVic 
Open Squash Tourney which begins today 
in the McKinnon Centre. 

The three-day tournament has attracted 
more than 120 entrants in men’s and 
women’s play. 

Bruce Maxham was a UVic student who 
died in 1981 at the age of 24 in a tragic 
accident during warm-up laps for the 
annual Market Square Bicycle Race in 
Victoria. 

An all-round athlete, he was one of the 
top squash players in Victoria and taught 
the game at UVic. He was also an oarsman 
who rowed at the Royal Henley Regatta 
with the Shawnigan Lake Boys’ Club, 
played rugby for the Castaways club in 
Victoria and was a member of the Saanich 
Cricket Club. 

Hi$ father, Harry Maxham, will present 
the trophy at the conclusion of the tourna¬ 
ment, Jan. 23. 

Harry Maxham explained that he 
donated the trophy to be presented annu¬ 
ally, to honor his son’s dedication to excel¬ 
lence in sport. “He believed in the classical 
tradition of the development of the body, 
mind and spirit and the relationship of 
athletics to culture,” he said. 

“He had entered the field of recreation to 
coach and encourage others to develop 
their physical prowess and potential. It is 
appropriate to honor him in the game he 
loved best, squash.” 

Nominations open 
for top scientist 

The Science Council of British Columbia is 
asking the public to nominate B.C. scient¬ 
ists for three awards for scientific achieve¬ 
ment or technological achievement that 
has benefited B.C. Three gold medals and 
citations will be presented in October, 1983, 
to individuals or teams of scientists whose 
work has made a major contribution to 
B.C. in the natural, health, or applied scien¬ 
ces, or in industrial innovation. 

Deadline for the awards nominations is 
March 31, 1983. 

The Science Council is also seeking new 
projects in the sciences and industry to 
fund. To date, 150 projects have been 
granted more than $10 million to assist 
business, industry and academia in devel¬ 
oping scientific ideas or commercial or eco¬ 
nomic benefit to B.C. 

There will be two competitions in 1983 
for B.C. Science Council grants for applied 
scientific research. The deadline for the 
first competition will be May 6; for the 
second, Nov. 4. 

Further information on grants for app¬ 
lied research can be obtained from the 
Science Council of British Columbia, 301- 
7671 Alderbridge Way, Richmond, B.C., 
V6X1Z9. 
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He’s bitten with curiosity about rattlesnakes 
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By Sheila Serup 

Sheila Serup, a UVic student in Creative Writ¬ 
ing, wrote the following story while completing 
a Co-ooerative Education Program work term 
with the Salmon Arm Observer as a reporter 
and photographer during the fall term. The 
story first appeared in that weekly community 
newspaper. Serup is a former student writer for 
the Ring. She reports that her work term was 
“an enjoyable and valuable learning 
experience”. 

Hissssss! 

As we swiftly turned around, we spotted a large 
female rattlesnake four feet away on a rocky ledge study¬ 
ing us intently in her strike position. Her vibrating tail 
was a blur and her purple-red tongue flickered. 

While we watched the beautiful, green-hued creature, 
Malcolm Macartney, a UVic graduate student, described 
his work with rattlesnakes in the North Okanagan 
region of British Columbia. 

Macartney is working towards his masters degree in 
this branch of herpetology. Since 1981 he has collected 
data on approximately 1,500 snakes. 

Before he began there was very little information 
about the sub-species, Crotalus Viridis Oreganus that 
resides in B.C. Macartney's supervisor, Dr. Pat Gregory 
(Biology), has done extensive research on garter snakes 
in B.C. 

During the discussion, Macartney expertly and fear¬ 
lessly handled a number of rattlesnakes in a manner 
which belied the fact he has been bitten three times. He 
always uses two tools. One is called a collecting tong. 
The other is a snake restraint, simply a long pole with a 
noose on one end that restrains the snake's head. 

When he is working in the field, Macartney always 
carries a medical kit which contains a tourniquet, scal¬ 
pel blade, a vial of iodine and a suction cup. He has 
become “quite proficient” in treating himself. 

Rattlesnakes are found in various areas of southern 
B.C. There are dens around the Kamloops area and in 
the North and South Okanagan region. There are no 
rattlesnakes around Victoria. 

Two major distinguishing features set the rattlesnake 
apart from other snakes in the province. It has a triangu¬ 
lar head and a segmented tail called the rattle which 
makes a hissing noise when it is activated. 

“The bull or gopher snake is often mistaken for a 
rattlesnake because it has a similar color pattern and 
often mimics the behavior of the rattlesnake,” explained 
Macartney. However it has a smooth, pointed head, a 
light and creamy underside and a tapering tail. 

Every year, rattlesnakes gain one or two horny seg¬ 
ments on their tails. Each segment is linked together to 
allow movement. “The rattling noise is created when the 
links are vibrating against one another. It serves as a 
warning.” 



Macartney: he’s learned to handle a rattlesnake with his bare 
hands but advises people not to do the same 


The segments are parts of unshed skin that are added 
during each shedding of skin. During the first few years 
of their lives, snakes may shed their skins three or four 
times a year which makes it difficult to determine their 
age by counting the number of segments on the rattle. 

“Rattlesnakes have no eyelids, only a modified scale 
covering, like transparent skin,” stated Macartney. 

Two fangs on either side of the upper jaw are pro¬ 
tected in a sheath and rest against the roof of the mouth. 
They are connected with a gland that secretes venom. 
Toxins in the venom affect the nerves that control heart 
beat and breathing in the victim. 

Rattlesnakes can strike so fast that it really appears 
as a blur to the human eye. But “they are very timid and 
it is very hard to get a snake to strike,” said Macartney. 

Two Loreal pits on either side of the nose enables the 
snake to detect any warm-blooded creatures nearby. 
“They don’t seem to feed on cold-blooded animals.” 
Birds, gophers, red squirrels, white-footed deer mice and 
moles make up the bulk of their diet. A very small percen¬ 
tage of their intake is provided by wood rats and shrews. 


Rattlesnakes will make a major feed once or twice a year. 

“First they kill their prey with their venom. The 
animal runs away a few feet, goes into convulsions and 
dies; The snake quickly follows and swallows it whole.” 

They have a very short active season. During the 
winter, they hibernate in rocky dens that extend three or 
four metres into the ground. Dens often have more than 
one entrance. 

In April or May when the temperature warjns up, they 
emerge from their dens. For approximately two weeks, 
they go through a “lying-out” period as they soak up 
warmth. 

Then they spend about two months foraging out in 
the field. They may range as far as two kilometres even 
though some have been detected as far as six kilometres 
from their dens. 

A female in a gestation period will go only 200 to 300 
metres from her den. Others may stay by the den for the 
whole summer since they are using their bodies as incu¬ 
bators for their young. 

“Females give birth every two years to a litter of five 
young. Rattlesnakes mate in the fall but the eggs are not 
fertilized until the spring. The young are born in the fall 
just before going into hibernation and usually weigh 20 
grams at birth,” explained Macartney. They are much 
brighter and darker in coloring than the adults. 

Full grown males weigh about 700 grams while the 
females weigh approximately 500 grams. They live 
about 20 years but are only able to reproduce for 14 years. 

“In a lifetime, a female rattlesnake can have between 35 
and 40 young ones.” 

This summer Macartney inserted transmitters into 
six fully grown snakes. The transmitters were the length 
of a pencil, thin as cord and had a blue lump on one end. 
They were inserted between the ribs and the skin. Space 
was created in the abdominal cavity. When asked if the 
snakes felt it, Macartney said they “didn’t show any 
dramatic behavior but a few of them managed to reject 
them.” 

The snakes studied by Macartney were captured and 
taken to his laboratory in Vernon to be marked and 
recorded. In captivity, he marked them by clipping 
scales on the underside below the anus. A special tech¬ 
nique enabled Macartney to give each snake a unique 
mark that would identify it from all the other snakes and 
yet specify what den it came from. Then they were 
released in the same spot that they were picked up. 

From spring to fall, Macartney constantly checked on ^ 
the three den areas that he was studying in the North 
Okanagan region in addition to the 1,500 snakes. 

From the transmitters inserted in the six snakes, he 
hopes to find out more about the hibernation of rattle¬ 
snakes. “I’d like to find out what are the cues when they 
emerge from hibernation. Is it the temperature gradient 
in the soil or an inner cycle?” 

Macartney is drawing out facts from his extensive set 
of data through the use of a computer. He hopes to finish 
writing his thesis by the end of next summer. “After that 
I’d like to study another animal.” 


Busy Bureau supplies speakers 


The UVic Speakers Bureau is thriving. 
Members of the Bureau gave 50 speeches to 
community groups and schools during the 
fall term, an increase over the number of 
speeches offered during the same period 
last year, and the demand for the service 
continues to be strong through the new 
year. 

Some government groups are beginning 
to inquire about using the expertise of 
bureau members for all-day and half-day 
seminars, says bureau secretary Mary 
Worrod. 

Worrod says that people using the 
bureau and faculty members who volun¬ 
teer their time to it have been most co¬ 
operative since she began working for the 
bureau in September. 

“People using the bureau are very satis- 
.fied, and grateful that this type of service is 
available to them. The only thing I ask is 
that bureau members try to have their offi¬ 
ces let us know if for reasons of illness or 
sabbaticals they can’t participate for a 
time.” 

The bureau operates out of the Office of 
Community Relations in the Sedgewick 
Building. Secretary Worrod is also secre¬ 
tary to the UVic Alumni Association, and 
receives occasional “very helpful” assist¬ 
ance in handling the day-to-day contact 
work between speakers and their host 
groups from Information Services secre¬ 
tary Cindy Lowe. 


The speakers, their topics, and the 
groups addressed since September are: 
September— Dr. David Docherty (Adult 
Fitness and Lifestyle), Hillside Kiwanis & 
Optimist Club of Victoria; Dr. James Hen¬ 
drickson (Early History of Victoria), Saa¬ 
nich Kiwanis; Dr. Robert Lawrence 
(Tourist in Kenya), Cubbon Adult Day 
Care Centre; Dr. Margie Mayfield (Using 
Literature With Young Children), Gordon 
Head Preschool; John Watson (Myths and 
Fads in Food Diets), TOPS; Dr. Paul Baker 
(Mandatory Retirement), Hillside Kiwanis; 
Dr. James T. Buckley (Nutrition), Calorie 
Counters; Dennis Fedoruk (Sand Grass 
and Snow Skiing in flew Zealand), Glen- 
lyon School. 

October —Dr. Robert Lawrence (Tourist in 
England), Victoria Cosmopolitan Club; Dr. 
Noel Gantly (Music in Early Childhood), 
Christopher Robin Co-op Preschool; Dr. 
Frank Spellacy (Hypnosis and Self- 
Hypnosis), Queen Margaret’s School; Dr. 
Margie Mayfield (‘ Educational Toys’ from 
the Kitchen and Basement), Mothers Take 
A Break; Dr. Edgar Efrat (Terrorism: The¬ 
ory and Practice), Lester B. Pearson Col¬ 
lege; Dr. Robert Willihnganz (Stress 
Management), Victoria Cosmo Pals; Prof. 
Donald Casswell (Law of Tort), PEO Sister¬ 
hood Chapter Al; Dr. James Hendrickson 
(Early History of Victoria), Victoria New¬ 
comers Men’s Club; Dr. Robert Lawrence 
(Various Tours of Britain Following Liter¬ 


ary Figures), Deep Cove Discussion Group; 
Dr. Ron Tinney (The First Two Years of 
Infancy), Mothers Take A Break; Dr. 
Fumio Ishiyama (Coping With Stresses/ 
Interpersonal Anxieties), Victoria ‘Y’ Car¬ 
diac Rehabilitation Program & Victoria 
Real Estate Group; Prof. Keith Jobson 
(Crime: Sentencing and Correction), Lux- 
ton Alternate School; Dr. George Ghanota- 
kis (Environment), Royal Oak Lions Club; 
Dr. Robert Willihnganz (Coping With 
Stresses/Interpersonal Anxieties ), TOPS; 
Dr. Hillel Goelman (Reading Readiness), 
Mothers Take A Break; Dr. Robert Law¬ 
rence (Flowers), Oak Bay Lodge. 

November— Douglas Franklin (Histori¬ 
cal Architecture of Victoria and the Pacific 
Northwest), Cubbon Adult Day Care Cen¬ 
tre; Dr. Margie Mayfield (‘Educational 
Toys’ from the Kitchen and Basement), 
Victoria ‘Y’ Post Natal Support Group; 
Prof. Keith Jobson (Criminal Law), Victo¬ 
ria Cosmopolitan Club; Dr. Noel Gantly 
(Music in Early Childhood), Lakehill Co¬ 
operative Preschool; Dr. Terry Johnson 
(Children’s Literature), SookeCo-operative 
Preschool; Dr. Jennifer Waelti-Walters 
(Fairy Tales and the Female Imagination), 
Queen Margaret’s School; David Williams 
(Libraries I Have Known: Problems and 
Pleasures of Research), Victoria Genealog¬ 
ical Society; Dr. Peter Dunnett (Public Pol¬ 
icy Issues), Victoria Newcomers Men’s 
Club; Dr. Ron Tinney (The First Two Years 


of Infancy), Victoria ‘Y’ Post Natal Sup¬ 
port Group; Dr. John Mclnerney (Marine 
Studies), Luxton Alternate School; Dr. 
James Buckley (Dieting), Victoria ‘Y’ Car¬ 
diac Rehabilitation Program; Dr. John*' 
Esling (Accents), Comitas; Stanley Mans- 
bridge (Social Policy Issues), Deep Cove 
Discussion Group; Dr. Ernest Chang 
(Nuclear Disarmament), Optimist Club of 
Victoria; John Watson (Vitamins and Min¬ 
erals in Daily Diets), TOPS; Dr. Paul Tho¬ 
mas (Dreams), Queen Margaret’s School. 

December— Dr. Terry Johnson (Chil¬ 
dren’s Literature), Luxton Alternate 
School & Countryside Preschool; Dr. 
Robert McCue (Development of a Mormon 
Community on Vancouver Island), Silver 
Threads Services; Dr. Robert Lawrence 
(Tourist in England), New Horizons 
Society & Queen Margaret’s School; Dr. 
James Cutt (Canada: Partner or Spoiled 
Dependent ?), Port Angeles Kiwanis; Dr. 
Reg Roy (Major-General G.R. Pearkes), 
Rotary Club of Oak Bay; Dr. Peter Dunnett 
(Auto Industry), Hillside Kiwanis; Dr. 
George Ghanotakis (Environment), 
Camosun Gyro Club; Dr. Laurence Devlin 
(Adult Education), Hillside Kiwanis; Dr. 
Bart Cunningham (Overcoming Resist¬ 
ance To Change ), Victoria ‘Y’ Cardiac 
Rehabilitation Program; Dr. Daniel 
Koenig (Community-Based Policing), 
Rotary Club of Oak Bay. 


the Ring—Page 3, Jan. 21, 1983 



calaidat 


Friday, January 21st. 

Last day for adding courses which 
began Jan. 10 (except Law). All 
change forms must be deposited 
by 4 p.m. today at Records Ser¬ 
vices (undergraduates) or the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies 
(graduates). 

Last day of registration for Winter 
Recreation and Intramurals 
classes. Recreation Office, MCKI 
GYM. 

Maltwood Art Museum and Gal¬ 
lery. Printmaking Defined. Con¬ 
tinues until Feb. 27. Gallery hours 
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday to 
Friday, 12 noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, 
and during evening events at the 
University Centre Auditorium. 
McPherson Library Gallery. New 
Works on Paper by Gwen Curry 
c (Visual Arts). Continues until Jan. 

31. Library hours are 8 a.m. to 11 
p.m. Monday to Thursday, 8 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday. 

“Sounds of Silence”—Chaplains’ 
Services Retreat at “The Farm”, 
Duncan. Continues until Jan. 22. 
Contact Chaplains’ Office 
(721-8338) for registration ($15) 
and information. 

12:30 p.m. Fridaymusic. Free noonhour reci¬ 
tal featuring School of Music stu¬ 
dents. MUSIC BUILDING, RECI¬ 
TAL HALL. 

Faculty of Human and Social 
Development meeting. CORN 
B145. 

3:30 p.m. Faculty of Arts and Science meet¬ 
ing. ELLI 167. 

4:45 p.m. UVic Open Squash Tourney. Con¬ 
tinues until Jan. 23. MCKI GYM. 

7:00 p.m. Cinecenta films. The World 
& According to Garp. Admission 
9:15 p.m. charge. SUB Theatre. 

8:00 p.m. Concerto Concert. University of 
Victoria Little Orchestra—George 
<* T Corwin, conductor. Tickets are $3 

for Adults, $2 for Students and 
Senior Citizens. University Centre 
Auditorium. 

Saturday, January 22nd. 

Cross-country meet. Pre-national 
Championships to be held in 
Victoria. 

6:30 p.m. Basketball game. UVic Vikettes vs. 

7:00 p.m. Cinecenta films. The World 
& According to Garp. Admission 
§:15 p.m. charge. SUB Theatre. 

8:00 p.m. Leon Patillo in concert. Tickets 
are $ 8 . University Centre Audi¬ 
torium. 

Basketball game. UVic Vikings vs. 
Athletes In Action. Banner Night. 
MCKI GYM. 

Sunday, January 23rd. 

1:00 p.m. Weekly Sunday matinees pre- 
& sented by University Day Care 
3:00 p.m. Services. Black Beauty. Tickets 
are $1.50 for Children and Stu¬ 
dents, $2.50 general admission. 
SUB Theatre. 

2:15 p.m. Soccer game. UVic Vikings vs. 

Victoria West. Centennial Stad¬ 
ium. 

4:00 p.m. Mature Students’ Association 
meeting/Pot Luck Supper. SUB 
Upper Lounge. 

7:15 p.m. Cinecenta films. Only When I 
& Laugh. Admission charge. SUB 
9:15 p.m. Theatre. 

Monday, January 24th. 

12:30 p.m. Seminar presented by Chaplains’ 
Services continues. Marlowe D. 
Anderson, Anglican Chaplain, will 
speak on “The Role of Reason in 
Faith”. Chaplains’ Office, Univer¬ 
sity Centre. 

2:30 p.m. Free seminar sponsored by the 
to Dept, of Political Science. Dr. 
4:30 p.m. Jonathan Lemco, UVic, will speak 
on “Political Instability in Federal 
Governments: A Quantitative and 
Qualitative Analysis”. BEGB 157. 
3:30 p.m. The Dept, of Geography presents 
Dr. Dixon Thompson, School of 
Environmental Design, University 
of Calgary, speaking on “The 
Conserver Society”. CORN B145. 
'7:00 p.m. Cinecenta films. In A Year With 13 
& Moons (Germany). Subtitles. Ad- 
9:15 p.m. mission charge. SUB Theatre. 

8:00 p.m. School of Music Degree Recital— 
Ramorna Thomson, violoncello 
(B.Mus.). MUSIC BUILDING, RE¬ 
CITAL HALL. 


Tuesday, January 25th. 

12:30 p.m. Tuesdaymusic. Free noonhour re¬ 
cital featuring School of Music 
students. MUSIC BUILDING, RE¬ 
CITAL HALL. 

Free seminar sponsored by the 
Dept, of Biology. Dr. Dixon 
Thompson, Environmental Stu¬ 
dies, University of Calgary, will 
speak on “Uncertainty In 
Science”. CUNN 146. 

Wednesday, January 26th. 

12:30 p.m. Faculty of Education information 
to meeting on Professional Year Pro- 

1:30 p.m. grams (Elementary and Second¬ 
ary). MACL D/103. 

7:00 p.m. Cinecenta films. Tibetan Trilogy. 

Admission charge. SUB Theatre. 

8:00 p.m. School of Music Degree Recital— 
Patti Goodwin, clarinet (M.Mus.). 
MUSIC BUILDING, RECITAL 
HALL. 

Thursday, January 27th. 

12:30 p.m. Free seminar sponsored by the 
Dept, of Biology. Claudia Mills, 
Dept, of Biology, UVic, will speak 
on “Patterns and Mechanisms of 
Vertical Distribution of Medusae 
and Ctenophores”. CUNN 146. 

1:30 p.m. Free seminar sponsored by the 
Dept, of Physics. Dr. John Hutch¬ 
ings, Dominion Astrophysical Ob¬ 
servatory, will speak on “Black 
Holes in X-ray Binary Stars”. ELLI 
061. 

3:30 p.m. The Dept, of Mathematics pre¬ 
sents Dr. Roderick Wong, Dept, of 
Mathematics, University of Mani¬ 
toba, speaking on “Applications 
of Some Recent Results in 
Asymptotic Expansions”. CLER 
A304. 

3:30 p.m. “Petch Peeves”—every Thursday 
to afternoon. President’s Office, 

5:30 p.m. Sedgewick Building. 

7:00 p.m. Cinecenta films. Tibetan Trilogy. 

Admission charge. SUB Theatre. 

Friday, January 28th. 

12:30 p.m. Fridaymusic (Strings). Free noon¬ 
hour recital featuring School of 
Music students. MUSIC BUILD¬ 
ING, RECITAL HALL. 

2:30 p.m. The Dept, of Health Information 
Science presents Dr. Ken Thorn¬ 
ton, Clinical Director of Labora¬ 
tories, Royal Jubilee Hospital, 
speaking on “Current Problems in 
Medical Audit”. CORN B344. 

3:30 p.m. Faculty of Graduate Studies meet¬ 
ing. CORN B108. 

7:00 p.m. Cinecenta films. Shoot the Moon. 

Admission charge. SUB Theatre. 

8:00 p.m. School of Music Faculty Recital, 
featuring Robin Wood, piano. 
Tickets are $3 for Adults, $2 for 
Students and Senior Citizens. 
MUSIC BUILDING, RECITAL 
HALL. 

Victoria Symphony Orchestra. 
Tickets are $10 general admis¬ 
sion, $6.50 for Students and 
Senior Citizens. University Centre 
Auditorium. 

9:15 p.m. Cinecenta films. The French Lieu¬ 
tenant’s Woman. Admission 
charge. SUB Theatre. 



Chess, anyone? 

Dear Sir: 

The Animal Rights Society will organize a pri; 
Chess Competition open to all members of ti 
university. Players should register with n 
(Elliott 215, telephone 7744) by Jan. 31. Furth 
details can be obtained by telephoning me, b 
to save wear and tear on my telephone ar 
nerves I’d appreciate it if people would fir 
look out for notices to be posted in most unive 
sity buildings. 

Yours sincerel 
J.B. Tatui 
Physk 
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The School of Music announces that the 
Faculty Recital featuring baroque flutist Elissa 
Poole, harpsichordist Erich Schwandt, and for- 
tepianist Bruce Vogt, scheduled to have taken 
place Feb. 14, has been cancelled. 


A three-day level two National Coaching Certi¬ 
fication Program for swim coaches starts today 
at the McKinnon Centre. The course is being 
offered for the first time in Victoria under the 
direction of Mark Fellner, recently named 1983 
Western Canada Games Team coach. Coaches 
currently of level one status or coaching a win¬ 
ter, summer or school team are eligible to reg¬ 
ister today at 5 p.m. at McKinnon Room 152. 
The $30 registration fee includes text. Program 
topics include swimming technique, training, 
swim clubs and motivation. 


The Board of Pension Trustees (Faculty and 
Administrative and Academic Professional 
Staff Pension Plan) announces that plan 
members have re-elected Drs. R.N. O’Brien 
(Chemistry) and D.W.M. Waters (Law) as 
member trustees for two-year terms ending 
Dec. 31, 1984. Prof. D.E. Kennedy (Mathemat¬ 
ics) was re-elected chairman and Dr. Joseph 
Schaafsma (Economics) was re-elected vice- 
chairman by the board. 

The next in a series of dinners open to faculty 
and staff interested in dining out will be held 
Jan. 27 at the Eastgate Restaurant, 1497 Myrtle 
Street. Cost is $13.25 per person, including tip. 
Anyone who wishes to attend must notify Dr. 
Gerhart Friedmann (Physics) at Local 7702 by 
Jan. 22. 

Several members of the English Department 
will be publishing books in 1983. Prof. Thomas 
Cleary’s Henry Fielding: Political Writer will be 
published by Wilfrid Laurier University Press in 
February. The same month will see the publica¬ 
tion of Dr. A.S.G. Edwards’ Stephen Hawes by 
G.K. Hall. Among the books appearing later in 
the year are Dr. Patrick Grant’s Literature of 
Mysticism in Western Tradition (MacMillan), 
Dr. T.G. Sherwood’s Fulfilling the Circle: A 
Study of John Donne’s Thought (University of 
Toronto), Dr. R.C. Terry’s Victorian Popular 
Fiction (MacMillan), Dr. A.S.F. Edwards’ Mid¬ 
dle English Prose: A Critical Guide to Major 
Authors & Genres (Rutgers University Press), 
Dr. William Benzie’s F.J. Furnivall (Pilgrim 
Books) and Dr. S.L. Macey’s Money and the 
Novel (University of Victoria). 

Graduates of Edinburgh University should be 
aware of that university’s Quatercentenary this 
year. A program marking the400th anniversary 
of the university is planned for July 2 to 10 and 
those interested in receiving a program of 
evej 7 fc€* 6 n obtain one by writing to Mr. R. Fot- 
tman, Information Officer, Edinburgh Univer¬ 
sity, Old College, South Bridge, Edinburgh, 
EH 8 9YL. 

The Victoria city council and the Greater Victo¬ 
ria Chamber of Commerce are urging the pro¬ 
vincial government to start an engineering 
school at UVic. This month city council 
endorsed a plea from the chamber calling for 
quick approval of funding for engineering on 
campus. UVic officials, earlier this week were 
awaiting a decision from the provincial govern¬ 
ment on funding of a proposal for a phased 
program of development of engineering on 
campus, to possibly begin in 1984 in a section 
of ‘L’ Hut. 


The School of Public Administration will 
remain within the Faculty of Human and Social 
Development, at least until 1988. The school 
was placed in that faculty in January of 1979 
with the arrangement to be reviewed by Senate 
by Jan. 1, 1983. The Senate planning commit¬ 
tee recommended that there be no change and 
the Senate agreed at the Jan. 12 meeting. Pub¬ 
lic Administration and the schools of Social 
Work, Nursing and Child Care make up the 
Faculty of Human and Social Development.^ 

The Association of Commonwealth Universi¬ 
ties (ACU) has launched a major new scheme 
of travelling fellowships for senior academic- 
administrative staff of member institutions, 
including UVic. The fellowships, open to 
administrators at the level of deans or higher, 
are intended to provide an opportunity for 
senior administrators to acquire or reinforce, 
from the study of other institutions, the skills 
necessary to discharge their duties. Fifteen fel¬ 
lowships will be available for 1983-84 each up 
to £3,000 in value and up to three months’ dura¬ 
tion. Those chosen will be able to visit other 
Commonwealth institutions. Applications 
must be forwarded through the president’s 
office no later than March 14. ACU is also offer¬ 
ing administrative travelling fellowships for 
career administrative officers to study in other 
universities in the Commonwealth. Applica¬ 
tions must be forwarded through the presi¬ 
dent’s office to ACU headquarters in London, 
England, by March 1 of this year. 

A Senate committee is going to take a hard look 
at procedures for the receiving and safekeep¬ 
ing of examination answer papers, following a 
recent appeal by a UVic student. The student 
produced evidence that he attended a final 
examination after being awarded an N grade 
because the instructor and department con¬ 
cerned had no record of having received the 
student’s answer paper. The committee on 
appeals reported to Senate that “there is room 
for reasonable improvement in the present 
procedures.” 

Students who graduate with a grade point aver¬ 
age of 8 or better will receive a letter of congrat¬ 
ulations from President Howard Petch. At 
present the only graduating students officially 
recognized are the top medal winners and 
Senate decided it would be appropriate to for¬ 
mally recognize about 25 to 35 other top stu¬ 
dents each year. 

Since the summer, faculty members in the Eng¬ 
lish Department have been active in various 
scholarly forums. Prof. John Hayman has pub¬ 
lished an edition of John Ruskin’s Letters from 
the Continent 1858 (University of Toronto 
Press). Dr. C.D. Doyle has published two 
books: William Carlos Williams and the Ameri¬ 
can Poem (MacMillan) and A Steady Hand 
(poems) (Auckland University Press); Judith 
Mitchell has published an article in English 
Literature in Transition and a review in Style. 
Dr. Diane Edwards has published a review in 
English Studies in Canada, Dr. Anthony Eng¬ 
land in the Scriblerian and Dr. Anthony 
Edwards in Speculum. In addition, Dr. John 
Tucker has had articles accepted in Critical 
Quarterly and Modern Language Quarterly, Dr. 
A.S.G. Edwards in Archiv and the Book Collec¬ 
tor and Dr. S.L. Macey in Eighteenth Century 
Life. Drs. R.C. Terry and Lionel Adey both have 
papers at the Victorian Studies Association of 
Western Canada meeting on Trollope and Vic¬ 
torian verse respectively. Dr. Anthony England 
spoke on Swift at the Modern Languages Asso¬ 
ciation meeting. 



While acknowledging that it is difficult to change eating habits on campus, Food Services manager 
John Watson is hoping that more people will come to the Commons Block for lunch and dinner, 
avoiding the crowds at the University Centre cafeteria. In the Gold Room, Food Services is offering 
an attractive buffet for lunch between 11:30 a.m. and 2 p.m., while the evening buffet is available 
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. “One of the difficulties in attracting people to the Commons Block is the simple 
fact that the campus has been physically moving west for several years, ’’says Watson. He adds that 
a trip to the Gold Room is well worth the extra few minutes of walking. Price of the luncheon buffet, 
including hot and cold items, dessert and coffee, is $5.25 while the evening meal costs $8.75. 










